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W  hen water security is discussed in                  
               Australia, the  conversation usually centres 
                on dams, treatment plants, pipelines, and 
large-scale infrastructure. These are all critical, but 
they are not enough. Water that cannot reach the 
people who need it, when they need it, is not water 
security at all. A distribution system is vital. 
   In towns and some villages potable water on tap is 
obvious, but what about outlying residents? 
Historically, these residents relied on 
commercial  water carters or simply fended for 
themselves. In many parts of the country, thousands 
of small villages exist where there is no water carter 
and no water infrastructure at all.
   In between these towns and villages there are 
millions of landholders, farmers, rural retreats, 
mining and forestry workers, fishing communities, 
rail and tourism operators, road maintenance crews 
and countless others. Their water supply is almost 
entirely dependent on rainfall and storage tanks. It 
does not require a declared drought for tanks to run 

dry, a few weeks without rain is often enough to tip 
people into crisis.
   Some attempt to sink bores, but bore water is 
often laden with salts and minerals. In many cases            
unsuitable even for stock or irrigation. And often 
sinking a bore produces an expensive, waterless hole 
in the ground. For others, hiring a boring contractor 
is financially impossible, or there simply isn’t one 
available in their region.
   So, what then, is the water security plan for these 
people? Most have none. When tanks empty, water 
is rationed to drinking and cooking only. Showers 
stop. Even brushing teeth can become a luxury. Any 
remaining undrinkable water is diverted to the most 
essential uses: the chickens, the farm dog, perhaps a 
house cow or valuable breeding stock, the vegetable 
patch, or irrigation of intensive crops, vineyards, 
glasshouse vegetables, orchards and nurseries, all 
struggling to stay alive.
   And when life can’t be sustained or their financial 
enterprise collapses, they walk off the land. Many are 
broken for life, and some, tragically, will end it all.
Much of this suffering could be avoided with a     
modest commitment to communal water security. 
Publicly accessible Water Filling Stations, supplied 
from town water grids, offer a practical and scalable 
solution. Waiting for the next drought to act will be 
too little, too late. Drought is not required for disaster 
to unfold. For many rural Australians, the crisis is 
happening now, each and every day.
   Some rural enterprises may be marginal or even 
unsustainable, including subsistence agriculture. That 
may be true in some cases, but these enterprises exist, 
people doing their best. Many have chosen rural life 
after finding city living unsuitable or unaffordable. In 
cities, the destitute can usually access charitable 
support, food banks, or soup kitchens. In the bush, 
there is no equivalent safety net. For Australia, a 
wealthy nation that prides itself on fairness and 
resilience, this should be unacceptable. Water 
security should be an urgent priority.
    Yet water security for rural residents remains   
largely in the shadows of government life. Political
 attention and funding are drawn toward visible   
projects: sporting facilities, town beautification, 
urban infrastructure. Who champions rural water? 
The “man in the bush” is not an activist in the mould 
of his city cousin. He is busy surviving.
   Local councils are frequently cash-strapped 
and reluctant to take on new infrastructure costs,               
especially where the need is less visible to many 

Water security 
for rural communities
Abberfield Technology builds water filling stations that reliably supply water to regional users.

Abberfield equipment is built to
last.Its stations are capable of
decades of service, with minimal
maintenance.

Brochure no. 260210

pg 2 of 4



ratepayers. State and Federal water policies tend to 
focus on grand schemes, rather than the immediate, 
practical challenge of getting potable and agricultural 
water to outer-rural users. And even if motivated, the 
maths of providing water to “everyone, everywhere, 
anytime” can at first appear unfavourable. Even if  
water was sold at higher prices (which is should be 
and with world trends, will be) the economics may 
only work in the dryer or hotter months.
   But these assumptions are misleading. Experience 
shows that once Water Filling Stations are installed, 
demand for water increases, as marginal rural      
operators become profitable and outer communities 
recover and thrive. There are towns where Filling  
Stations installed primarily for out-of-town users, 
have dispensed more water than the town itself 
consumes. Many local governments that began with 
a single Filling Station in a town have later installed 
eight, ten or more across their outer areas. 
   Predicting commercial viability is difficult, 
which is why councils and water authorities must                
consider the benefits of rural growth, resilience and 
prosperity weighed against the very real social and 
economic costs of inaction, especially in times of 
drought. Even so, the question remains, where does 
funding come from? Ratepayers may contribute, 
but infrastructure grants from State and Federal 
governments are a logical and necessary extension of 
their responsibility for national water security. This 
demands a whole-of-community commitment.
   In practice, solutions can be flexible. Potable water 
may be supplied from an existing town grid, with 
Filling Stations positioned at town entrances for 
out-of-town users. In other cases, a village bore may 

supply a Filling Station directly, sometimes with            
untreated water clearly labelled “not for human            
consumption”. 
   Occasionally, nature provides “sweet water” suitable for 
drinking without treatment.
   Next time you turn on a tap, spare a thought for those 
in the bush. Then, if empowered, help implement water 
anywhere, anytime. One company, Abberfield             
Technology, is committed to helping, producing           
Australian made Water Filling Stations backed by a 
conditional lifetime guarantee.           
   Lasting water security will only be achieved when it is 
recognised that distribution is not optional. It is essential. 

Abberfield systems last longer,perform better, 
and have an extremelly low whole of life cost.
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Abberfield Water Filling Stations are build for Australian 
conditions, provding potable water 24/7 for rural communities 
in need.
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WATER MANAGEMENT

A cross the vast, sun-hardened landscapes of rural 
Australia, water infrastructure is desperately need-
ed. It is the lifeblood that sustains families, farms, 

travellers, emergency services, and entire communities.
Yet, while others take a “sell and forget” approach, there 

remains one company that has chosen a different path 
entirely. A company founded in 1968, built on engineering 
integrity, Australian design and manufacturing, and a belief 
that rural communities deserve more than minimum-
standard infrastructure. Being different isn’t a slogan. It is 
a philosophy. And it is the reason Abberfield water filling 
stations stand apart.

 A legacy of Australian engineering
Abberfield’s water filling stations are engineered specifically 
for Australian conditions. They are designed to withstand 
temperature extremes of blistering heat and deep cold, as 

well as sudden frosts, torrential rain, floods, dust, remote 
access challenges, and the heavy-handed wear that comes 
with real rural use.

They operate through long stretches of overcast weather 
affecting solar sites and unpredictable mains power – when 
it is available at all  – including lightning strikes on rural 
transmission lines.

They are installed at the roadside in direct sunlight and 
fully exposed to the elements. Of the more than 300 stations 
installed to date, not one has a sunshade or weather shelter.

Most Abberfield customers are local council plumbing 
departments. Their approach is simple: bury a pipe and 
forget about it for decades – and they treat Abberfield water 
filling stations the same way. Maintenance by customers 
is virtually non-existent but Abberfield machines are 
constructed with longevity as the starting point, not the 
afterthought.

What truly sets Abberfield apart is its design philosophy: 
don’t build to a price – build to last.

This philosophy leads to water filling stations capable of 
decades of service, with minimal maintenance. They provide 
dependable performance, whether dispensing drinking 
water to fill a container in the back of a car or to a tanker.

Abberfield Technology continually develops new system 
enhancements that can be retrofitted to existing stations 
whenever the opportunity arises. Their mobile workshop 
ensures they can support customers wherever they are. This 
allows Abberfield to offer conditional, no-cost, whole-of-life 
support that is effectively a lifetime warranty.

Instead of cutting corners Abberfield invests in high-
quality components and rugged stainless-steel construction. 
The result is a superior long-term investment that won’t fail, 
corrode, or become obsolete.

Abberfield’s whole-of-life support ensures the water 
filling stations remain operational year after year, reducing 
disruptions for the communities that depend on them and 
providing profit for councils.

Abberfield systems last longer, perform better, and have 
the lowest whole of life cost. Most infrastructure suppliers 
chase volume, low cost, and fast turnover. They build 
equipment to a price, outsource manufacturing overseas, 
and rely on third-party delivery services. Once the product 
is delivered, the relationship ends – and customers are left to 
fend for themselves.

Abberfield does what others can’t – and what many simply 
won’t. Abberfield’s is a business model built on respect for 
rural Australia and an unwavering belief that communities 
deserve better. In a throwaway society, this refusal to 
compromise is not simply unusual – it is revolutionary.

Proven and awarded technology
Proudly Australian-made, Abberfield’s reputation extends 
beyond national borders, with equipment exported 
worldwide. And its engineering excellence has also been 
recognised nationally, including receiving the Australian 

With a driving philosophy of “dare to be different”, Abberfield Technology builds 
water filling stations that reliably supply water to regional users. 

The future of rural water access  

Abberfield water filling stations 
are engineered specifically for 

Australian conditions. 
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Technology Showcase Award for product design – a 
significant achievement that highlights its commitment to 
innovation and quality.

Being different doesn’t just set Abberfield apart in 
Australia. It sets it apart on the world stage. 

Technology that can’t be matched
Abberfield’s leading-edge technology reflects decades of 
innovation, including:
• � Account card–post and prepaid
• � Credit/debit card–open use or preregistered
• � Drought relief options
• � Separate public and tanker pricing
• � Potable and raw water capability

The result is intelligent, flexible, future-proof 
infrastructure that adapts to the evolving needs of rural 
communities.

While councils and authorities often focus on population 
centres, many remote communities, farms, stations, and 
outlying districts remain underserved –or not serviced at 
all.

Abberfield’s equipment can fill that gap.
Its water filling stations are designed to provide 

dependable, equitable water access in locations where 
traditional municipal infrastructure either doesn’t exist or 
cannot be justified by population size.

This includes travellers refilling recreational vehicles, 
farmers sourcing non-potable water, contractors supporting 
roadworks, vehicle washdowns to reduce pest and seed 
transmission, bushfire brigades and water carters filling 
tankers, and residents relying on weekly allocations during 
droughts.

Where others overlook these regions, Abberfield’s water 
filling stations and support can step in. Being different 
means believing access to clean water is a right, not a 
privilege.

Personalised support that 
puts customers first
While infrastructure suppliers rely on websites, brochures, 
and contractors, Abberfield believes nothing replaces being 
there. Its personalised support includes:
• � Pre-sale site demonstrations, using real equipment in real 

conditions
• � Delivery to Australia’s east coast by Abberfield staff, not 

contractors or external freight companies
• � On-site installation guidance
• � Post-installation commissioning to ensure peak 

performance from day one
• � Mobile Field Support – two customised motorhomes 

fitted-out with parts storage, and office facilities
• � Whole-of-Life support, ensuring continuity even decades 

into the future
• � Service Team contactable by mobile phone 24/7

This support model is not typical – because it isn’t designed 
for convenience or cost savings. It is designed for customers.

As well as a water filling station, Abberfield delivers a 
relationship. The future of rural water access: Abberfield 
Dare to be Different.  U

Abberfield systems last longer, 
perform better, and have an 

extremelly low whole of life cost. 

Abberfield equipment is built to last. Its stations are 
capable of decades of service, with minimal maintenance. 



���������	
����
 
������
���������
��������
�������
��������
��� ����������������������� !��"�#���$���%&''&�()��!��!*&+�,!"%��(��($#�����%"�(-.�/��0���
12����
�2���
��3�45�0���46467�84966���3��:�;���
����3�

<�;=��>����
������=���
�������
�	��
��>������
�/
?�
��@����
��	��
�����AB���
�?��0���
12����
�2���
�CDE�F�GHIJKFLM�ENOPNK�MHJE�QLOR�MLOSTUVW�VUJ�OPIJL�XLOGHMJE�FYYJEE�VO�PFVJL�QOL�VUJ�LSLFNYORRSIHVKW�PLHVJE�ZFLHJ[\NFHLJ�\ONKJL]/@/̂@��@
_�_@
������������?����̀�
�	��
�����������������a�����
������
��b���
�c�@���?����
�����85d87������	��
�����
�;��
�
�;��
�>������
�;������������?�����>���	
�>�������>�����c��

=
�����
�
���
����������7��;=��������
�7�;��
��������������

	���c����������;�	��
�����>���������>���������7������;�����B��
�
�?
����
������;��?������
��
����
���
�	
��>������=�����;��
��������e�����
����
����	�
����������������
������>�=
�
�
������
������
����
������=
���������
����������c_�
�
��
�
��
�����>������
���
�7�?�����
������7����;�����������������������������
�;�
����=
���
�>���f
���������
��
����>���
�����g��c�h�����i��������������
����=
�
j��
�����������������
��

�1;���?��=���>���
�;�

=c�B�
�
�?
����
����
��i��������	
1��=
��������
�����7����
�;���������
�����
��
�������������;�����
��;�����i���?�;=
������;����
��������f��
�
�������������
����c_�
����
��
�����
�����=�����
���
�;
7�����;=������
�������������
�2����������	��
������
�
�c��
�����
��	��
�����>������>����������̂���
���������;=c�k����������������������������������;���������7���>�������������������f��
��c�B��
;������
�=��??
����������
��?�;=���>���
���
��
�
�������

	���������?
������������>
���
7���
������	�


�l̂ B2�<_�̂ @� ����

the_m
Rectangle

the_m
Rectangle



������������	
����
������	�
���������������������	���	����
���	
	���
��	�������	��		��
����

��	���������������������������
	��	���������	
�����������������
	����	
�������
�	��������
��	�
	���
�������	����� ����
�!��������	����
���
����������	����	��
���	��

����	��
"�	��
����
���	���	�������	��	������	�����	��
��#$���	����%�
�	&'
��
	�'�
�	
("�
������

���������	��
������
	��������������	���	�	������������������	�����	�
�������	��������������&�����	�����
�����"�	���	���
�����������

	�����	��	
�	�����������	�����
	�	����	���
����	

������
���
����	�������	����������"�	�	��
	���	���	����������������������	����	��
���������	����	���
	����������������
	��
�����	�
�����)����������%������	
������������������������
	��
�������	��&����*������	+�	
�	��	������	���
���
	�
���	�����
�����������	�
���������������	���������	
��	��	���	�����������	���������������,��������	�
������������������	��
����������������	��		��������	������������������	����	
��������������
	
�-����'�
�	
��
	��	������
�������.����������	������
���
����	
����
�	
�������
����	
���	
	����
����������	
��	
�
�����������	������		��
��	�����������

����	��
�����.���������		�	������
���
����	��������
������/���
	�������������	
��������������
��
	����	�	
���	���
�������	
��
��	
��������������
��
"�	����������
���
�������
		�����������
��	����	�����
	��������	��	��
������#$���	����%�
�	&'
��
	�'�
�	
(,
����	�	���������	�����	������0����	
�1

����������������������
	������
���"�	
	��
	���������
	�����������	�������

	����
������������
�
����-�����	
�	�	�������2���	�������
����������	
������
�������������
���	����
��
	���������	�������	
	���������������	3���������	������		�������

	�����%	

����#45������	���
���)	�
	��6����	�(��)������������
�	���������	��
����
78��	�
���	�	���������
		������������	�
���
��
		�����������

������������	���9��������
�������
	���
����������
��	����	����	�������
�������"�	�
���
���		
���������
�������	����������
���
�������
		�����������
��	���	�����
	��������	��	��
������



��������	�
������
���	����������������������������������������������
�����������������������	����������	�����������������������������������������������	�������������������������	��	��������������
�����	���������	���������������������������������������	�������	��	���������
������������������������������
�����������
	��������	��������
��	���	���������������	�����	����������������
������ ����������������������������
������
���������
�����	�!�	�"��������
�������	����������������������
�������	�������������	����������������
���������
����������
�	���������������������
��	�����������������
#���
	��
������	�����������������
����������������$%��
���
��������&	��'�����
����	��"������
���������������������(	����������
	������	������)������������������	����������������������	�����
�����������������	���
��������%�����������	������������	��������������	�*�
����������������
�
����+	���������������������	���������������
��
����������������
������(	����������������
	����,������������������������������������	���	����
�������(	��������	������������������	��������������	������
	������!�	�������������
������������	������������������������������������������	������������������������	�����
���	���������
������������	���
	������������������
����������	���
	�-������������
�������������������������
����������
��������	�������	�����������	��	�����������	��������������	�������������
��������
��	�����������������������	���������
�������������	��������������	���������������������.��	�����������	����	��������������
�������	�������������������������	�����
����������������������������/���������������������������������	������	�����	����������������
	��������������	����������������������������
��	���%����
�����	��������	������������������	������������������������������%����
�����	����	���������	������������	�����
����������������������������������������
������	�����������������	������������(	����	�
��������������������������������������	�����
���������	����
�������	��������(	����	�
�����������	��������	������������	������0������������������������
�����	����	���������	�
�������(	���������
����	�����	�
������,�������	����������������������	���
�������	��"�����	���������������������	���	�"�����������%����

+�����,����
�����������������
�12)	�����������������������-�������34�����������������������������$%��
���
�-����)&������&��
��'56789:;<6879�;=<>97�8?�@=AB�6�C78A97�6DE�D6AF79�67A8?AG�H89C�B97�C9@?8A9�=D�CCCGIJJ=<>97GJ=IG



Water Filling Stations

Federal & State 
Funding 
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1	 Introduction
Bulk Water Filling Stations (such as those produced
by Abberfield Technology) play a vital role in
supporting rural and regional communities 
across Australia. These Filling Stations provide 
secure, metered access to potable or non-
potable water for tankers, cubes, and 
containers, serving agricultural, firefighting, 
and community needs.

Included is a Pay Station for optional cash 
or card payment for water delivered. As 
climate variability and drought events 
intensify, the importance of available water 
infrastructure has grown, prompting all levels 
of Government to invest in programmes that 
enhance water security, drought resilience, and 
community wellbeing.
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This report provides an overview of        
current Australian Federal and State 
Government grants relevant to the 
purchase and installation of bulk Water 
Filling Stations. It is designed to inform 
Councils, Water Utilities and community 
organisations of funding opportunities.

2	 Executive Summary
Water Filling Stations provide 24-
hour, controlled access to water for                
communities, agriculture, emergency 
response and travellers. Funding exists 
across Australia, however:

Water Filling Stations are inconsistent-
ly funded due to lack of explicit
recognition in the grants descriptions.

Abberfield Technology have a commitment to making potable or agricultural water     
available to anyone, anywhere. Implementing that agenda would benefit from              
Government agencies revising grant criteria.

Abberfield Technology wish to support new and existing Water Filling Station installations 
through a conditional Whole of Life Warranty, and one condition is the equipment being 
maintain as specified. Whilst equipment failures will be rare, and the equipment will 
operate for decades, simple maintenance of oiling locks, cleaning dust and dirt,         
paintwork protection and safety checks are necessary. 

Experience is that Councils rarely visit a Water Filling Station and it is Abberfield             
Technology who travel widely to keep Water Filling Stations operating at their best. This 
support service can only be funded by reinvested trading profits, but more is desired. 
One option is a Government grant to fund a National Rural Water Security Assurance 
Plan for maintenance support.

3	 Current Grant Programmes
Scan the QR code to access Abberfield’s Grant Support Hub 
for programme information and resources.

3.1	 Federal Programmes
3.1.1	 National Water Grid Fund (NWGF) 

Link: 	 https://www.dcceew.gov.au/water/national-water-grid/about

2 | Page



Status: Active (no direct applications)

Timeframe: 	Ongoing

What it funds: - Large-scale regional water infrastructure

How it works (critical): - State Governments prioritise 
and submit projects to the Commonwealth. 
- Smaller projects can be included when part of a regional 
or multi‑site proposal.

3.1.2	 Future Drought Fund (FDF)

Link: 	 https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/farm-food-drought/drought/
future-drought-fund

Status: Active to 2028–29

Funding: ~$100M/year

What it funds: - Drought resilience - Innovation projects - Community preparedness

How it works: Competitive grant rounds - Often themed (innovation focus)

Relevance: Water Filling Stations can be eligible where they support regional or    
community drought‑resilience efforts.

3.1.3	 Indigenous-Specific Funding

Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS) and National Indigenous Australians 
Agency (NIAA Grants):

The National Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA) funds projects to improve water 
access, health, and infrastructure in 
First Nations communities.

Link: 	 https://www.niaa.gov.au/our-
work/grants-and-funding

Eligibility: Indigenous organisations

Relevance: Bulk Water Filling Stations 
align with IAS priorities by improving 
water security, community wellbeing, 
and economic participation in First 
Nations communities. They support 
remote infrastructure, provide safe 
drinking water, and create local 
employment. Proposals must be 
community-led and reflect IAS priority 
areas.
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3.2	 State Programmes

3.2.1	 NSW – Safe & Secure Water 
Program (SSWP)

Link: 	 https://www.nsw.gov.au/grants-
and-funding/safe-and-secure-water-
program

Status: Active to 2028 (rolling allocation)

What it funds: - Town water supply 
improvements - Infrastructure upgrades

3.2.2	 VIC – Integrated Water 
Management (IWM)

Link: 	 https://www.water.vic.gov.au/grants/integrated-water-management-grants

Status: Programme active; 2025–26 round closed (future rounds not yet announced)

3.2.3	 QLD – Drought Preparedness Grants - Queensland 
Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA)

Link: 	 https://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/program/drought-
preparedness-grants

Status: Open (rolling)

3.2.4	 WA – Community Water Supplies Partnership 
(CWSP)

Link: 	 https://www.wa.gov.au/service/building-utilities-and-essential-services/water-
supply/community-water-supplies-partnerships-program

Status: Ongoing programme with funding committed 
through 2026–27

3.3	 Non-Government Funding

3.3.1	 Non-Government - the Foundation for Rural & 
Regional Renewal (FRRR) & Corporate
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4	 Conclusion
Bulk Water Filling Stations are critical infrastructure for 
rural and regional Australia, supporting community              
resilience, agricultural productivity, and emergency 
response. A wide array of past, current, and upcoming 
grants at the Federal, State, and Local levels can be 
leveraged to fund the purchase and installation of 
these Filling Stations. Councils, Water Utilities, and 
community organisations should proactively monitor 
funding opportunities, build strong business cases, and 
collaborate with stakeholders to maximise their chances of success. By aligning 
projects with Government priorities (such as drought resilience, sustainability, and 
community wellbeing) and demonstrating clear, long-term benefits, applicants may 
secure the resources needed to deliver reliable water access for their communities. 
The precedent set by programmes like the Drought Communities Programme and 
the ongoing commitment to water infrastructure at all levels of Government provide 
a strong foundation for future 
investment in bulk Water Filling 
Stations across Australia.

5	 References
See Abberfield website for brochure 
links:

Abberfield Technology Pty Ltd 	
www.abberfield.com.au

Water Security for Rural 
Communities_brochure no. 260210 

Dare to be Different_The Future of 
Rural Water Access _editorial Utility 
Mag Jan 2026

Water Security for Rural Communities 
CEO Interview_Utility Magazine March 2026

Water Dispensing Stations System Overview - WD2000, WD2500 & WD3000N_
brochure no. 1632-4

For further information please contact the relevant State or Federal agency 
or reach out to Abberfield Technology for any assistance the company may be 
able to provide. 

02 9939 2844
contact@abberfield.com.au

abberfield.com.au
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W hen water security is discussed in Australia, 
attention is typically directed towards dams, 
treatment plants, pipelines and other major 

assets. While these remain essential, water security ulti-
mately depends on distribution, the ability to move water 
from established systems to the users who rely on it.

This is where Abberfield Technology’s water filling 
stations play a critical role.

Across regional Australia, thousands of properties, 
businesses and workforces operate beyond the reach of 
reticulated town water. Farmers, rural residents, mining 
and forestry crews, tourism operators and infrastructure 
maintenance teams commonly rely on rainfall and 
on-site storage tanks as their primary water source. 
Even outside declared drought conditions, extended dry 
periods can place significant pressure on these systems.

“Water filling stations for the rural user have not 

been considered for generations past. There are many 
circumstances where people must fend for themselves or 
walk off their property. We need to establish a strategy 
with councils, and more importantly with state and 
federal governments,” said Abberfield Technology CEO 
and Director John Colyer.

According to Abberfield Technology, water filling 
stations provide a practical, scalable way to extend 
the reach of existing water infrastructure. Supplied 
from town water grids or approved local sources, these 
stations allow councils and water authorities to support 
outer-rural users without the cost and complexity of 
extending full reticulation networks.

“We have developed the only water filling stations 
that allow credit, debit, and account card use. At our 
core, we are a research and development manufacturing 
company, meaning we design fit-for-purpose equipment 
that can evolve as the need arises. Our goal is to make 
water available anywhere, anytime,” Colyer said.

Abberfield Technology designs and manufactures 
Australian-made water filling stations that are 
engineered specifically for regional conditions. The 
systems are built for durability, ease of use and long 
service life, enabling councils and utilities to deploy 
dependable infrastructure with minimal operational 
overhead.

“The equipment we produce is designed so that it 
doesn’t need servicing. We cool the electronic equipment 
by what we call ‘thermos flasking’ the entire cabinet. 
Heat sinks in the water filling stations serve as crucial 
components for managing thermal energy,” said Colyer.

Abberfield Technology believes its water filling stations 
address everyday water reliability, not just emergency 
response. While drought planning remains important, 
consistent access to supplementary water improves 
business continuity, supports agricultural productivity 
and strengthens regional resilience year-round.

Concerns around demand variability and commercial 
viability are common when assessing new infrastructure. 
However, real-world deployments demonstrate that 
usage often exceeds initial expectations. Colyer said 
in several regional centres, water filling stations 
installed primarily for out-of-town users now dispense 
volumes comparable to, or exceeding, the town’s own 
consumption. He said many councils that began with 
a single installation have since expanded to multi-site 
networks across their outer areas.

“Local councils and water authorities love our water 
filling stations. Many councils start with one in their 
township and end up with eight to 10 in surrounding 
communities,” Colyer said.

Australia is a vast land and water one of its most precious commodities, 
so putting water security back in the reach of those beyond the 
reticulated system is vital. Abberfield Technology has the answers.

Water security for 
rural communities

Abberfield Technology’s water filling 
stations are engineered specifically 
for Australian conditions.
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These outcomes reflect a simple reality: once reliable 
access exists, demand follows. Marginal operations 
stabilise, seasonal industries gain certainty, and rural 
users can plan with confidence.

“Governments need to realise that water security is 
essential and ensure that rural communities are viable 
in times of drought or widespread pandemic. A strategy 
needs to be put in place,” said Colyer.

For councils and utilities, the value proposition 
extends beyond direct revenue. Water filling stations 
support regional economic activity, reduce vulnerability 
during dry periods and provide a cost-effective 
alternative to large-scale network expansion. 

Abberfield Technology supports this approach 
with end-to-end capability, from system design and 
manufacture through to installation support. Its water 
filling stations are Australian made and backed by a 
conditional lifetime guarantee, giving asset owners 
confidence in long-term performance.

As Australia continues to plan for a hotter, drier 
future, water security must be viewed not only in terms 
of supply, but of access. 

“Distribution is not optional, but essential,” Colyer 
said.

With water filling station solutions, Abberfield 
Technology is helping councils and utilities deliver 
water where it is needed, when it is needed, without 
overextending existing networks.

“We are committed as a company and as shareholders 
to promote water security around Australia. We are 
working for social good as much as we are working for 
commercial outcomes,” said Colyer.  U

Abberfield Technology’s 
systems have an extremely 

low whole of life cost.

 For more information, visit abberfield.com.au

Abberfield Technology’s stations 
are capable of decades of service, 
with minimal maintenance.
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